
Fall 2014 3295 Fall Focus Group Discussion 

 Following the end of the Fall 2014 Semester, the 3295 Real Money: Speculative Trading 

for Beginners Class met on March 4, 2015 at the Heidelburg. Students were able to give their 

opinions of what they did and didn’t like while making suggestions for in the future. Those 

present would have liked to meet once before trade one, during the first two weeks. This 

meeting would have then given them a chance to ask questions before the beginning of trades, 

which they feel would have helped them out as most students didn’t have 3294 Agricultural 

Marketing and Procurement—a prerequisite—before this course. Also in the beginning of class, 

specifically the first two weeks during the first few trades, students would have liked to have met 

two times a week for two hours. A weekly discussion also would have been helpful. Students felt 

a guest speaker to help them identify how trading works would have been beneficial, and this 

speaker may then have served as a mentor for students to communicate with throughout the 

course. Example trades were found to be the most helpful, including those group trades who 

went before other groups. Students felt that they were “in the dark” before the first trade.  

 Those present at the Focus Group Lunch felt the progress assessments weren’t helpful. 

For future classes, two students would be the ideal group size for assignments. It makes it 

easier for communication and easier to break the assignment up equally between group 

members. If students had had the option, they would have been interested in taking a three 

series class instead of general electives that don’t pertain to their major. These courses could 

be eight to ten weeks following each other. Students were also interested in earning a certificate 

from the course(s). If the course was conducted in cooperation with other universities, students 

would be interested in some type of competition. A possible reward for the winner might be a 

CME trip. 

 


